
Dear Friends- 

  

This edition of One Human Family shares the good news of the generous 

and creative spirits of so many schools and parishes across the 

Archdiocese. Those mentioned symbolize the hundreds of others who 

share their time and talent on behalf of Catholic Relief Services with 

many of our brothers and sisters around the globe.  In it, we will focus on 

the Archdiocesan response to Haiti, as well as, to the annual Archdiocesan 

support of Operation Rice Bowl.  
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Catholic Relief Services and are used to support agriculture, water, 

nutrition, micro -finance, and education projects.  25% of the donations 

come to Nutritional Development Services and are used to purchase food 

to stock the shelves of local food cupboards and soup kitchens. When food 

donations are low, Rice Bowl enables us to purchase nutritious foods that 

are highest in demand. Your Rice Bowl donation makes a real difference. If 

you have not sent in your Lenten donation, checks can be made payable to: 

 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and sent to: Office for Accounting Services 

         222 N. 17th Street 

          Philadelphia, PA 19103 
 

Many Parish Religious Education Programs (PREP) across the Archdiocese 

use the Rice Bowl materials in class and help students connect in a more 

meaningful way with our  brothers and sisters.  Thanks to all participating 

programs with special mention to Mrs. Susan Bergan and her first graders 

at St. Isidore , Quakertown , Sr. Roberta IHM and the students at St. 

1ÖÉÌÙÛɀÚɯin Warrington , and to Mrs. Mary Ann Corcoran and Linda 

DiCampli for encouraging the St. Pius students to be Rice Bowl 

ambassadors. 

 

 

Blessingsɬ  

 

Anne Healy Ayella  
 
 
 

Good News Philadelphia  
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their Rice Bowls. 
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Once again, the Archdiocesan Office Center was the location for a weekly 

Lenten gathering where staff and visitors prayed, learned about highlighted 

Rice Bowl projects, and shared a simple meal of soup and bread.  

Special thanks to our great speakers who enriched our Lenten journey, and to 

Harry Williamson and his staff for their generosity in donating the 

homemade soup and bread each Thursday.  

Week 4: Our four -week series closed with a visit from Father George Dhanasegaran 

Sigamony, National Directory, Caritas Sri Lanka. Father shared how the Sri Lankan church, 

with support from Catholic Relief Services, is bringing hope to this island nation.  

Week 2: Mike and Lastenia Breen gave us a moving 

presentation and greater understanding of life in Bolivia. In 

addition to the fact that Lastenia is from Bolivia, she teaches 

Spanish at LaSalle College High School and organizes a trip 

each year for interested La Salle students.  

Week 3:  

CRS staffer, Candice Harris, who has traveled to Ethiopia gave us a look 

into the geography, culture, and work of CRS in that country.  

 

 

  We were also delighted to have Almaz Debbas and her    

  husband,  learners from the IHM Literacy Center in   

  Southwest Philadelphia, enrich our Lenten journey, as well.  

Operation Rice Bowl 

Week 1: Since Operation Rice Bowl benefits feeding ministries 

in our own Archdiocese, the four -week series opened with a 

beautiful presentation from Mary Kay Meeks -Hank from Face 

to Face in Germantown.  For more information on the ways 

they share hope and healing and build community, visit 

www.facetofacegermantown.org.  
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Around the Archdiocese    

The kitchen crew at Maternity BVM Parish gathered for a quick photo 

before parishioners joined them after the Saturday evening Vigil mass. 

Special thanks to Father Paul Quinter, Pastor and Mrs. Denise Voisard, 

Director of  Parish Services. 

Sacred Heart Parish in Manoa invited parishioners to two simple 

suppers. The first supper opened the Lenten Season on Ash 

Wednesday, and  the second simple meal was held during Holy 

Week.  

(Part of the kitchen crew is pictured on the left.) 

 

Additional thanks to Sacred Heart and to Father  McKee for 

hosting Fr. George from Caritas, Sri Lanka while on his speaking 

tour.  

Annunciation BVM in Havertown gathered 

for their annual simple meal with the help 

and support of the 5th and 6th grade Mercy 

Ministers. The students prayerfully read the 

stories of the families highlighted in this 
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Special thanks to Mercy Minister moderators, Mrs. Kristen Weis, Connie 

Korz, and Katie Sullivan, for encouraging the students each year. 

Thanks to Father Haynes and Leslee Smith for their ongoing support of 

CRS activities.  

Holy Child Academy in Drexel Hill organized a first time 

Rice Bowl lunch with the support of Mrs. Michelle Dugan 

and 8th grade leaders Isabel Nardi and Colleen Donnelly. In 

addition to a simple meal, the students took time to reflect 

on what it means to live in solidarity.  

Our grateful appreciation is extended to the parishes and schools 
that organized Community Rice Bowl events!  


